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Reading Workshop 
Our first unit is called "Second Grade Reading Growth Spurts."  As we return to school, we will 
spend some time learning the routines for Reading Workshop in second grade.  The students will 
learn how to set achievable goals for themselves and work towards these goals. They will also 
learn how to retell and recommend books to others.  We will also be working on strategies for 
tackling the harder books they are beginning to read. 
 
At home, it is important that you read to your child books that they may not be able to read 
themselves and talk about the story.  It is also important that you listen to your child read 
books at their level and discuss the story with them. 
 
Please make sure that each night your child is reading just-right books for 15-20 minutes and 
recording it on their reading log.  Of course, your child is welcome to read more if they want. 
 

Writing Workshop 
Our year will begin with becoming familiar with the Writing Workshop routines in our second-

grade classroom.  Our first writing unit is called "Revving Up Writing Muscles." This short mini-
unit will help the students become reacquainted with Writing Workshop and help them 

remember everything they learned in first grade.  
 

Next, we will move into "Lessons from the Masters."  Working with partners will be an 
important tool that we will use throughout the year, so we will spend time in September learning 
about partnership routines.  In this narrative writing unit, we will study mentor authors in order 

to help us generate and expand ideas. We will work on elaborating our stories by noticing 
imagery, tension, and literary language that these authors use, and then try it in our own 

writing.  Our mentor authors will also help us work on editing strategies. 
 

Encouraging your child to write at home will help them practice their skills and can provide a 
helpful home-school connection.  If your child writes a story at home, please feel free to send it 

in-I would love to read it! 

Encouraging your child to write at home will help them practice their skills and can provide a 
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Word Study 

In second grade we will continue using the Words Their Way Word Study program.  The 
students are working on differentiated sorts to increase their fluency with various patterns 
and features.  
 

 



Shared Reading 
 Each week we will focus on a different text in Shared Reading.  Shared Reading simply means 
that we read and study a piece of text together.  Throughout the week, we will be working on 
strategies that compliment the ones taught during Reading Workshop to help scaffold the 
students' learning.  We will be working on comprehension, fluency, expression, Word Wall 
words, and new vocabulary.  Shared Reading will also become a vehicle for learning grammar and 
other language skills such as parts of speech, literary language, and more.  We will add words 
from these texts to our Word Wall, Grammar Word Wall, and our Word Detective Notebooks. 
 

Math 
This year we will continue to utilize the Everyday Mathematics program.  This program spirals 
concepts and skills so please keep in mind that not everything introduced is done so with the 

expectation of mastery.  Unit 1 will help ease students back into math routines. We will work on 
representing whole numbers on a number line, solving addition and subtraction number stories, 
and build fact fluency by finding combinations of 10.  Throughout the unit we will also practice 

counting tallies and values of coin combinations, as well as finding equivalent names for numbers. 
The students will use place-value to look for patterns on the number grid, in skip-counting 
patterns, and even/odd patterns.  We will also use place-value to help us compare numbers. 

 
Please remember that although it is important that the students are able to automatically recall 
facts, it is also important that they understand strategies for solving the problems, as this will 

help them as they begin to encounter larger problems. 
 

Don't forget to refer to the Everyday Mathematics website and my Helping Your Child page for 
more information on the strategies we will be teaching.  It is important that your child 

practices with flashcards for 5-10 minutes each night (beginning October).  They may also play 
fact practice games on the Everyday Mathematics website, go onto XtraMath, or play a game 

like Addition Top-It to practice these skills as well. 

Encourage your child to explore the Everyday Mathematics website to help extend their 
learning.  The website contains many valuable resources such as Home Links, a review of skills, 

and games.  A link is available on my Helpful Websites page.  Also there, is a link to the National 
Library of Virtual Manipulatives website.  There the students can manipulate base-ten blocks, 

geoboards, clocks, pattern blocks, and more!  

 

 

 

 

 



History 
Throughout the year, we will be looking at ways historical events and people have affected our 

lives today.  As we become acquainted with the routines of second grade, we will explore an 
important part of our morning routine - The Pledge of Allegiance.  Towards the end of the 
month, we will begin how people from long ago - during Colonial Times compare to current 

day.  Our field trip to Museum Village, taking place on October 11 is an exciting way to bring this 
history alive! 

 
Open Circle 

Open Circle is an essential part of our curriculum, that helps build a sense of community in our 
classroom.  Through Open Circle, we will build friendships and learn the skills we need to 

become problem solvers and productive members of our community.  Be on the lookout for 
Family Letters that will be sent home throughout the year. 

 

Science 
Throughout the year, the students will be hands-on participants to ask questions and answer 
them through inquiry.  We will follow the 5E Instructional Model: Engage, Explore, Explain, 
Elaborate, and Evaluate. Our first unit is called "Structure and Properties of Matter."  In this 
unit, the students will plan and conduct an investigation to describe and classify different 
materials by their observable properties. They will then analyze the data in order to determine 
which materials have the properties that are best suited for their intended purposes.  They will 
also be able to understand how an object made of a small set of pieces can be disassembled and 
made into a new object by making observations. Finally, the students will construct an argument 
with evidence that some changes caused by heating or cooling can be reversed, while others 
cannot. 
 
	


